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The Presidential Nomination. 
The cs swells the chorus for a 
ent of the Union National Con- 
It fears the effect of too long a 


| ‘Fnac It is afraid the North 


be divided by a contest lasting from the 
“Teh-ot June until the lst of November. But 
it is quite willing:to have the Union party 
@ivided from June till September, by a sharp, 


> | iltter-personal controversy about candidates. 


have 
days 
_ hy for clogaten = 


t ars Misia seal 


Té sees, or acknowledges, no danger in this. 
\ It48 quite needless to, say that this is only 
another part of the machine “pressure” by 
Which the opponenis of Président Lixcouy 
‘hépé to compass his defeat. As things are 
| mow they regard. his nomination as 
certain. The whole drift of pub- 
lic sentiment seeths to be in favor of trusting 
him to finish the work which it was the fate 


, | Of his “administration to .begin. His oppo- 
peste spel atan dom 


of checking this tendency and turn- 

tide of opinion in some other direc- 
i will have more time to arrange 

r the election of Anti-Administration dele- 
‘They will have the chances of pos- 

coe am atts Aa aes may damage 
inistration, . ee: well as. of 
eProp victories, h. may © help 
‘some other» candidates.. In ail this 
they. may or may not reckon wisely. For our 
own part, we do not believe that President 
OC nomination depends at all on the 
‘tine. of hidlding the convention. ‘We, have 
very little doubt that he will he the candidate 
f the Union party, whether the nomination 


+ Bat this isa'very small part of the. issue 
invelved. The mischiefs of a protracted can- 


on Wass for the election are not to be compared 


With the mischiefs of a protracted contest for 
nomination. The ‘one will be between 
‘the supporters and the opponents of the war. 
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and supplies of food and clothing. ‘The latter 
has been shown, in “general way, to be 
erroneous. The firet is equally so. Indeed, 
there is scarcely an individual in the length 
and breadth.of the land; who, in making such 
"e charge, would ot be guilty of ingratitude ; 
for there is searcely any one who has not 
felt, directly or indirectly, the generous ben- 
@ficence of the Government in all of thése 
particulars. 

‘he following list of the general hospitals, 


‘with the number of their beds.and the num- 


ber of those beds not occupied, in each mili- 


tary department, will give a bird's-eye view } 


of what the Government has done in this 
‘Tespect : 


Number of 
Number of Generali Beds not 
Hospitals. 


Number of 
Beds. 
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON. 
Oy. ae Oh ih Weg ety Gere 11,952 1,012 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
W is.2 Sebelisdendbed loads ecpas 5,865 2,562 
MIDDLE DEPARTMENT. 
OD. snconeesee CCrteeveewet eotinw « 5,573 3,129 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 
NEE U abe ohn Bea VOUT STs 043 6 7,235 
DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA. 
Geex cease Maes codes : 2,408 _ 1481 
DEPARTMENT oF “ MissouRt. 
Y  aiadiyin iid kg pale Rap ge 4573 ®236 
DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA. 
ou vows evexnp Pepys buna dacyChYERS 3,068 ° 
‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE OHIO. 
PPP eed tee ee “Pe ey ry) 12.475 4,855 
DEPARTMENT. OF THE TENNESSEE. 
nae Re wiksipearoee 4,820 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHWEST. 
S.Tca. Ww Wer ot Sa aeRH IA 1,662 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND. 
Wiiidivcksoene erecddbseicacttite 9,005 
. DISTRICT OF BT. MARY’s. 


SPECTRO EH He MESHES OD CR OwE He 


‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
16..-685 tWevivedéven tide Be Ss bees 1,182 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC. 
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The name of each hospital and the name of 
each medical officer in charge can be given if 
required, Such: was the state of affairs in 
December, 1868. Each hospital has its com- 
plement of medical officers, and abundant 
supplies of every kind: And the mode of ob- 
taining supplies is so. simple, and plain, and 
the facilities for doing so are. so great, that 
any medical officer in any branch of the ser- 
vice at this late day, who has nota complete 
supply sufficient for the command to which 
he is attached, or for the wounded and sick 
under his charge, is inexcusable, unless the 
elements have prevailed against tiim. To 
carry the wounded and sick from the field 
hospitals to the general hospitals, the Gov- 
ernment has provided ample means in the 
form of ambulances and railroads by land, 
and of steam transports by water. 

A general statement of the organization of 
the medical department in the field will also 
show how ample is the provision made by the 
Government for the casualties of a battle. 

Each ‘army in the field consists of one or 
morearmy. corps. It is eommanded by a 
General, and his staff includes, necéssarily, a 
Medical Director, who has the general super- 
vision of the. medical and hospital depart- 
ment of that army ; and a Medical Purveyor, 
who has in his immediate charge: all the 
medical and hospita] supplies, in ample quan- 
tities for itsuse. All these supplies are fur- 
nished by the Government. 

The. army corps is the unit of organiza- 
tion for the medical department of that army. 
The‘ General commanding the corps. has in- 
cluded’ necessarily in his staff the Medical 
Director of the corpse, whose duty it is to 
supervise, inspect, advise and direct, spe- 
cially, the medical officers of his army corpse; 
to organize, locate and supervise the field 
hospitals, and to direct the ambulances of the 
corps. 

An army corps has in it at least® two-divi- 
sions, each division has three brigades, and 
each brigade.several, regiments. Each regi- 
nient has three medica! officers—one surgeon 
and two assistant surgeons. From the med- 
feal officers of each division are selected, with 
great care as to their fitness for the special 
duties to which they are now to be assigned, 
fifteen, to’ be organized into what is termed 
the division field hospital. It is constituted 
as follows : 

One surgeon in charge. 

Three operating surgeons. - 

Three assistant operating surgeons to each 
operating surgeon. 

One recorder, , whose duty it: ‘fs to keep a 
record of the name, rank, company, &&., © 
each Wounded man, and ® fal) history of bir 
case ; to have the dead buried; and to have 
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| ander Each ‘regiment: goes 
s fight nie hie ek ene medical offi- 
cer, oftener two, with their stewards and. hos-° 
pital attendants, ' who are packed with hospi- 
tal knapsacks well storéd with medicines and. 
dressings, He hiniself carries’ strapped upon 
him; and fn’ his hands and. pockets, stimu- 
lants, styptics,. ligatures, opiates, bandages, 
sponges, and his pocket-case. with ail it 
needlés armed. His duty fs to stperintend 
the removal of the: wounded “by the attend- 
ants and ambulances; to administer such: 
medicines and remedies as may be necessary 
at the time, and to give tothe 
wounded. Careful inspection of these sup-. 
plies are made-before the move to battle, to. 
ineure their being ample and in proper condi- 
tion... 


To each brigade there is one medicine: 
wagon, fall of supplies, and which.is. replen- 
ished, when necessary, from’ stores of the 
Medical Purveyor accompanying the army in 
the field. The wounded are transported in 
the ambulances to the division field hospi- 
tals, where they are dressed, the necessary 
operations are performed, and taken care’ of 
until thoy are able to be transported with se- 
curity to general hospitals, to which they are 
sent with every necessity that they could 
need. 

All this is done by the Government, and 
forms part of. the regular system of army 
operations. We have made this simple state- 
ment of facts, in order to disabuse the public 
mind of ah impression quite as injurious to 
the country as it is unjust to the service. 


Popular Fallacies Regarding Taxation. 

The Committee of Ways and Means of. the 
House of Representatives is at present engag-. 
ed in perfecting bills for the revision ‘of our 
Tax and Tatiff Laws. But notwithstanding 
dhe fact that they are so engaged, there is a 
feeling prevalent that they will. not: come.up 
tothe neéds of the hour, and unsparingly ap- 
ply taxes where they are needed. 

One of the greatest fallacies into which 
many are beguiled is, that the imposition of 
taxes in addition to those already imposed, 
will bear too heavily on the people. Let-us 
look at this subject. Since the beginning of the 
present rebellion our expenses as a Govern- 


ment have been enormous and constantly in-. 


creasing. One of the first questions arising 


at the outset of the war was’ how ‘to provide 


the means necessary for its prosecution. To 
defray the 6xpenses of the. war, it was. found 
necessary to make large issues of paper 
money. The.result has been that, with this 
issue, the difference between the value of 
gold and the value of paper money, has con- 


stantly Increaséd, until now it has reached a 


point varying between 60 and 70 per cent. 
Among the first of the. effecta produced was 


the suspension of specie payments, in redemp-. 


tion of notes, by both banks and Government. 

As long as specie payments were made, the 

value of notes gold would of course ‘be’ 

the same. But when it became a law that the 
notes shoald be a legal tender instead of being: 
payable in gold, the difference in their value 

and that of specie commenced, The: notes. 
thus far issued have been under laws making 

them a legal tender; consequently all pur- 

chases, when a special agreement has not 
been made to the confrary, are'on the basis 
of payment in legal tender notes. | The result 
of this change from a specie to a paper money 
currency, has been to increase the price of 
every commodity ‘in accordance with the dif- 
ference in the value of gold and notes, 

It will: be admitted by all that an increas- 
ing national debt, without the passage of laws 
providing for its payment, will tend further to 
increase. the difference between gold and 
legal tender notes, and that such an increase 
will make a proportionate one in the price of 
all needful articles. Now, which. will. bear 


most heavily on our population, an increase of 
three per cent. in the (axes imposed on man- 


ufactures, an increase of a dollar a gallon | Si: 


on. whisky, a large increase in .the tax on 
tébacco, and a general and large increase 
throughout the whole list of taxed articles, 
or & persistent adhesion to the doctrine that 
the taxes are already too high, and that the 
people will not be able to stand greater ones, 
by which the ‘premium of gold and the price 
of.-every article Of consumption will be 
greatly increased? ‘The result in the one 
case would be but a small additional cost to 
the consumer, in the other a very great one. 

It is not. the’ merchant, the banker, the 
owner of many ‘hiduses, the rich man, that 
pays these taxes. The merchant increases 
the price of his goods when a tax is imposed, 
the landlord adds to his rent, and'so with all 
those who Leg ef 5 and it is 
from the. poor. n; the consumer and the 
tenant, that the ts p come in the end. They 
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